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Marriage
Guidelines

Policy of the Diocese of Helena
Contact Parish Office at least six (6) months prior of intended wedding.
Completion of required paperwork, including Testimonies.
A copy dated no more than six months old, of Baptismal Certificate with
notifications.
 Completion of the Pre-Marital Inventory (PMI). (see under PMI page 3.)
 Attendance at one of the Engaged Encounter Weekends.
 Freedom to Marry. Basically, this means that both parties have never been
married before; or, one or both parties have been previously married and
have obtained a decree of nullity. If one or both of the parties has been
previously married, no date may be set for the wedding until a decree of
nullity has been obtained (at times this can take as much as one (1) year.




Parish Policy
Meetings (usually 5) with the Pastor or Deacon. One initial meeting to
discuss the policies, and other meetings to discuss the PMI and the ceremony itself.
 You may choose the Pastor or parish deacons to conduct your wedding. If
you have a special priest or deacon outside the Parish/Diocese, have him
call the Pastor immediately to consider granting him delegation to officiate
at the marriage. Note: the Priest or Deacon not from the Diocese of Helena must have his Diocese provide, in writing, a statement of good standing
to the Pastor and to the Chancellor of the Diocese of Helena.


Date Selection — Note:
Wedding date can not be reserved further than a year in advance.
Wedding date can only be reserved after it has been established that the
couple has begun marriage prep with the priest, and upon receipt of the
parish stipend (see Stipend page 3).
 Wedding dates may be selected on any Saturday of the year with the exception of Holy Days. These would include; Holy Saturday and Christmas.
 Care should be taken when choosing a date during the Church’s penitential
seasons of Advent and Lent. Weddings during these seasons will have an
impact on the ceremony in that they will be less festive and more subdued.



Time Selection


Saturday weddings may take place at either one of two times: 1:00 p.m. or
7:00 p.m. These times are not flexible since they are established in order
to allow for funerals that may occur in the morning, Reconciliation and the
Vigil Mass on Saturday evening.
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Time Selection


Wedding times other than Saturday can be decided on an individual basis. Rehearsal is customarily scheduled for the evening before the ceremony

Stipend
A stipend is NOT a payment for a sacrament, in this case marriage.
It is a fee to cover the utility and cleaning costs of maintaining the
church building. The stipends are as follows:
Contributing Parishioners
(or children of parents who are)
Non-Contributing Parishioners
Visitors/Non-Parishioners
Cleaning fee

Montana
State Legal
Requirements

The
Preparation
Process

$100
$500
$1,000
$150

Couple must acquire a Montana State Marriage License. This
must be given to the priest or deacon at the time of the wedding
rehearsal. (Note that Montana Law requires the bride to complete a blood test in order to obtain a Montana Marriage License)
❖ The Pre-Marital Inventory (PMI): The PMI Profile is an inventory of issues for helping you, as a couple, understand yourselves, each other, and your expectations for marriage. Results
of the PMI are used in discussions between yourselves and the
parish staff person to help clarify your similarities and differences; to provide a structure for counseling and teaching; and to
help you define your own relationship rule and roles;
❖ Sharing and discussion is possible with a parish Sponsoring
Couple. These are married couples of Saint John Paul II Catholic Church who will share insights, stories and experiences of
married life. They will also discuss particular issues, concerns
or questions that you may have.
❖ Discussion regarding the meaning of the Sacrament of Marriage
and implications of marriage in the Catholic Church.
❖ Preparation of the Liturgy for your wedding day. In order to
assist you and the priest/deacon with this preparation you will
be provided a special book, Together For Life.
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When
Marriage
Preparation
Takes Place
Elsewhere

In some instances, couples planning to be married at Saint John Paul
II Catholic Church reside in another city or state. It is presumed that
such couples are previous members of Saint John Paul II OR their
parents are currently registered and active members of the parish. In
such instances, the aforementioned requirements for marriage must
be met through their local parish church where they reside. The couple themselves must directly contact a priest or deacon at Saint John
Paul II. The following information must be provided to Saint John
Paul II Church:



A letter from the couple’s pastor indicating the following:
a. That one or both are registered and active members of their local parish;
b. That they are participating in a pre-marriage preparation process that fulfills the above requirements.



When
Marriage
Preparation
Takes Place
At Saint
John Paul II

A letter from their pastor indicating that the marriage preparation
has been completed; that the diocesan and parish guidelines have
been met; a recommendation regarding the couples readiness for
marriage in the Church; and a letter delegating the Pastor of Saint
John Paul II to witness the marriage.

When the Marriage Preparation Takes place at Saint John Paul II
Church, but the Wedding will take place elsewhere, there will be a
fee of $50 for services rendered for the preparation process.
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The
Marriage
Liturgy

Preparing your MARRIAGE LITURGY is a very important opportunity. It demands your best efforts, good quality time and sensitivity to the Catholic Rite of Marriage. To assist you with this task
you will be provided a special book: Together For Life. Read this
book carefully, together. You will also be given particular Parish
Liturgical Guidelines which provide a step by step guide through
the marriage liturgy as celebrated at Saint John Paul II Catholic
Church. The marriage liturgy is prepared with the priest/
deacon .

Preparing
for the
Wedding
Day

Most couples begin thinking about their “wedding day” long before
the actual celebration. As you prepare for this important day, it is
helpful to remember that it centers around prayer and worship. It is
in the presence of God and in the community of the Church that
you promise your love all the days of your life. The following principles help keep this focus. More detailed assistance will also be
provided.
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Church
Environment

“The experience of mystery which liturgy offers is found in its Godconsciousness and God-centeredness... A simple and attractive
beauty in everything that is used or done in liturgy is the most effective invitation to this kind of experience. One should be able to
sense something special (and nothing trivial) in everything that is
seen and heard, touched and smelled, and tasted in the liturgy”.
(Environment and Art in Catholic Worship, #12)
Saint John Paul II Church is a beautiful setting for the Sacrament of
Marriage. In planning your decorations for the wedding please
keep the following principles in mind.


FLOWERS – Flowers, when used, should be arranged tastefully and NOT OVERDONE. Flowers can be placed at the church
entrance, in front of the ambo (lectern), and to the sides of the
sanctuary. Flowers or other decorations must never block the
view of the altar, ambo or the Bride and Groom. Care must be
taken to assure that flowers do not minimize the movement of
the presider, the assistants, and the Bride and Groom.



CANDLES – The use of additional candles, other than a Unity
Candle, is NOT allowed. For the Unity Candle, only dripless
candles should be used and a fireproof drop underneath should
be included.



THE SEASON OF THE YEAR – Always keep in mind the
liturgical season in which you plan to be married. Note the decorations already in the church (colors, plants, wall hangings,
etc.). The church environment will not be significantly altered
for your ceremony.



A WHITE BRIDAL RUNNER – placed down the center aisle
is not allowed — also NOT allowed are flower petals strewn by
flower girls.



GLITTER - Try and stay away from the use of glitter in floral
arrangements, bows, dresses and other decorations. Glitter is
difficult to remove from the pews and carpet.
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Liturgical
Ministers

MINISTERS OF THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE – The
Catholic Rite of Marriage identifies the bride and groom as the
ministers of the Sacrament of Marriage. Your ministry as
“Bride and Groom” is most important. Therefore you do not
take on any other liturgical ministry (such as reader, minister of
communion, etc.).
THE PRIEST/DEACON – The priest/deacon witnesses the marriage for the whole church and is normally a priest/deacon of
Saint John Paul II Church. After consultation with the pastor,
another priest/deacon whom you request may witness your marriage at Saint John Paul II. In such cases, all policies, requirements and procedures of the Diocese of Helena and Saint John
Paul II Church are followed. All liturgical preparations are
done through Saint John Paul II’s pastoral staff.
OTHER LITURGICAL MINISTERS – Lectors, ministers of communion, and acolytes (servers) are carefully chosen and well
prepared. They should be capable of such ministerial roles and
be active members of the Catholic Church.
Lectors may be selected from among family members and
friends of the couple, but they should be experienced and preferably a minister in their own parish. First-time lectors should
be seriously avoided. In interfaith ecumenical marriages, special consideration is given to persons of other Christian faith
traditions to serve as Lector. Women and men serve in these
ministerial roles.
THE ASSEMBLY – Those who have gathered to witness your marriage gather primarily for worship. They are actively involved
in the liturgy. They are not mere spectators, but participants in
the worship of God. The full, active and conscious participation
of all in the assembly is both a goal and an expectation.
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The
Marriage
Liturgy
Music

The
Interfaith
Ecumenical
Marriage

Music is an essential component in the celebration of the marriage
liturgy. The participation of the assembly in the sung acclamations
and other musical elements is desired.

❖ When discussing with our priest/deacon your musical selection,
it may be necessary to have our Music Director clarify their use
for liturgy.

As a general practice the Eucharist (Mass) is celebrated when both
the bride and groom are active, practicing Catholics. When this is
not the case or when a Catholic marries a person of another faith
tradition, The Rite for Celebrating Marriage Outside Mass is the
preferred form. Great care must be taken to respect the integrity
and faith of both persons in interfaith marriages. Ministers of other
churches are welcome to participate in both the marriage preparation and the Catholic marriage liturgy in a manner appropriate to
both faith traditions.
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Other Items
Of Concern

Use of Alcohol
Drug or alcohol use in or on the church property during the rehearsal, photography session, or the ceremony is not allowed.
Use of Rice/Birdseed
NO birdseed, rice, confetti, etc. to be thrown on Church property
before or after the wedding.

Photography

The use of photography in the marriage liturgy is to be handled very
carefully and with great sensitivity to the environment of worship
and prayer. Photographs that are taken discreetly and that do not
interrupt the flow of the liturgy are not offensive. Professional photographers should pride themselves on their ability to be unobtrusive. The use of flash attachments, flood lights, etc, during the
wedding liturgy is NOT permitted. For the most part, photographers are to remain stationary and may not interrupt the flow of the
liturgy, the movement of the minister or the entrance and closing
processions. The same guidelines apply to videographers. As a
general rule church furniture may not be moved in order to facilitate photographs.
Members of the assembly photographing the liturgy are to be discouraged. Picture taking before the wedding must be completed ½
hour prior to announced starting time of the wedding ceremony;
after the wedding, pictures must be completed within an hour of the
conclusion of the liturgy.
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Thank you for taking the time to inform yourselves of the expectations of these guidelines. God Bless and Keep you as you
journey together in Christ!

We agree to abide by the guidelines and policies we have received.
Groom:

_____________________________________

Bride:

_____________________________________

Date:

_____________________________________
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